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Students are back, classes rolling and we are starting another 
exciting semester, still with some trepidation. The pandemic rages 
around us, but as we look forward to another great semester I urge 
each of you to take care. Faculty, staff and students, please wear a 
mask, wash your hands, socially distance – not just on campus but 
also outside. As you go out in public places, please be careful. Wear 
your mask, limit your social groups, and think before you act. These 
public health practices are critical if we want to deliver the best 
possible hands-on education and are equally required from students, 
that want to be successful. Currently across the US as universities 
reconvene for class there are multiple outbreaks of COVID being 
documented, most recently at UNC. Please pay attention and take 
care. https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/17/us/coronavirus-college-
university/index.html 

 

The disruption of everything due to the pandemic has highlighted the enormous change we are facing. VTPP 
and the CVMBS remain fully committed to a climate where all faculty, students, staff, and administrators feel 
that they are treated respectfully, and are fully accepted and valued for who they are. As we navigate our way 
through the new dynamic, VTPP and the CVMBS recognize that now, more than ever, how important it is for all 
of us to work together to embrace our combined future. We must remain vigilant and recognize that our words 
and actions directly impact the sense of community and belonging that individuals feel within our department 
and college. Our words matter. Please be midnful of them. 

Annual VTPP Excellence awards: Don’t forget to nominate VTPP staff, graduate student and faculty mentor 
for the 2020 VTPP excellence awards (mentor, staff and graduate student).  I look forward to the nominations 
and to recognize the excellence of our VTPP colleagues. Nominations are due October 9, 2020 

Colleagues, please join me in welcoming Dr. Charity Cavazos as a new 
VTPP Instructional Assistant Professor. Charity joins VTPP to deliver 
physiology (and for the moment, anatomy) in the BIMS program at the 
Texas A&M McAllen campus. Dr. Cavazos was born and raised in 
Brownsville, TX. Charity graduated with a B.S. (2010) and M.S. (2012) in 
Exercise Science from the University of Texas at Brownsville. Charity 
completed a PhD. in Exercise Physiology from the University of Oklahoma 
(2016). Dr. Cavazos returned to the Rio Grande valley working for the 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley teaching Exercise Physiology and 
Biomechanics, as well as Anatomy and Physiology at Texas Southmost 
College. Dr. Cavazos joined VTPP and the Texas A&M College of 
Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences at HSCM in the Fall of 2020. 
Please welcome Dr Cavazos to our VTPP family. I look forward to 
traveling to McAllen to meet in person.  

  

https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/17/us/coronavirus-college-university/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/17/us/coronavirus-college-university/index.html
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The August 2020 “VTPP Science in action” article comes from elegant studies by Dr. Un-Ho Jin (research 

assistant professor) working with Dr. Stephen Safe published in Cancers. The studies extended earlier studies 

demonstrating the antitumor efficacy of omeprazole in breast cancer to also include glioblastoma. Omeprazole 

(FDA-approved to treat heartburn) is a ligand for the aryl hydrocarbon receptor (AhR). The AhR is highly 

expressed in gliomas with the highest staining observed in glioblastomas. Glioblastoma is an extremely 

aggressive cancer (derived from astrocytes) that occurs in the brain or spinal cord. The tumors can occur at 

any age, but tend to occur more frequently in older adults. According to NCI, the average survival time is 12-18 

months - only 25% of glioblastoma patients survive more than one year, and only 5% of patients survive more 

than five years. The extremely interesting article that provides a potential new therapeutic mechanism (PDF 

attached to this email) can be found at: https://www.mdpi.com/2072-6694/12/8/2097/htm 

  

https://www.mdpi.com/2072-6694/12/8/2097/htm


"VTPP, where innovation shapes the future of veterinary research and education" 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

VTPP PUBLICATIONS (August 1, 2020-August 31, 2020) 

36. Lambo CA, Edwards AK, Bazer FW, Dunlap K, Satterfield MC. Development of a surgical procedure for 

removal of a placentome from a pregnant ewe during gestation. J Anim Sci Biotechnol. 2020 11:48. 

eCollection. PMCID: PMC7222564 

37. Jin UH, Michelhaugh SK, Polin LA, Shrestha R, Mittal S, Safe S. Omeprazole Inhibits Glioblastoma Cell 

Invasion and Tumor Growth. Cancers (Basel). 2020 Jul 28;12(8):E2097. PMID: 32731514 

38. Sawant OB, Meng C, Wu G, Washburn SE. Prenatal Alcohol Exposure and Maternal Glutamine 

Supplementation Alter the mTOR Signaling Pathway in Ovine Fetal Cerebellum and Skeletal Muscle. 

Alcohol. 2020 Aug 7: S0741-8329(20)30263-9. PMID: 32777475 

Faculty are denoted in bold text, trainees in italics  

Please keep these important and impactful VTPP publications coming!  The VTPP Success will continue to 

highlight our most recent achievements and is intended to serve as a concise but informative catalog of 

individual and departmental successes.  

VTPP STUDENTS & TRAINEES 

 Congratulations to Dr. Colleen Lambo DVM (Dr Washburn mentor) and Yudi Bedi (Dr. Golding mentor) 

on the successful completion of their respective preliminary exams.  Both PhD candidates are working 

hard on a tight dissertation preparation time line.   

 Congratulations to Dr. Jingshu Chen (recent VTPP PhD graduate; Dr. Yanan Tian, mentor) on her 

successful post-doctoral position at the Feinberg Lab at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard 

Medical School, Boston, MA. Please wish Jingshu well in this next amazing adventure! 

VTPP EDUCATION CHRONICLES 

VTPP Education Chronicles is an opportunity to share specific ideas and information regarding higher 

education.  VTPP continued excellence in education is a major departmental strength and the information is 

provided to support all educational pursuits. 

For the latest in online learning 

resources, please visit the TAMU keep 

teaching page at 

https://keepteaching.tamu.edu/ 

Creativity in the Classroom. The 

provost recently shared information regarding the way TAMU faculty have been creative in teaching courses, 

particularly those who have adapted so well to teaching face-to-face with a remote audience. If you or a 

colleague have a creative tip to share, please send to provostcomm@tamu.edu with the subject line 

TEACHING TIP so these experiences can be on the Keep Teaching website indicated above. 

https://keepteaching.tamu.edu/
mailto:provostcomm@tamu.edu
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VTPP classes are back in full swing. VTPP434 is among 

the first classes to be delivered in the new Texas A&M 

Innovative Learning Classroom Building (ILCB / CRB). The 

first classes (delivered synchronously) have been very 

well-received. Similarly, BIMS and DVM Physiology 

classes are in session.  Here is to another great semester 

for our students.  

VTPP RESEARCH FORECAST 
Identifying upcoming seminars, workshops, funding 

announcements, events, and conferences of interest to 

VTPP. I hope it serves as an accessible archive and 

reference for upcoming research events and deadlines, 

and sources of information to support our next discoveries. 

VTPP Science Friday conversations 

continue to be stimulating and 

helping develop more interactions. 

All faculty are encouraged to attend 

these important VTPP research- 

and mission-focused discussions. 

The next Science Friday discussions 

are scheduled via Zoom for Thursday 

8:30AM, September 10 and 

September 24.  

Research in the pandemic at Texas A&M University 
Much is still happening with the ongoing return to research. As research 
activities continue to ramp up, protective measures remain essential. Please 
continue to monitor the VPR website regarding the latest information 
available regarding changes to research related to COVID-19 conditions.  
https://vpr.tamu.edu/covid-19  

Please remember to wear masks in all TAMU locations and minimize 
occupancy of elevators in all buildings, including all research buildings.  

In-Person Undergraduate Research Guidelines: Guidance was recently 
released from the VPR. Directives apply to all undergraduate research 
activities including, but not limited to, credit-bearing research experiences, paid employment on a research 
project, paid lab-based student workers, organized undergraduate research programs, and research-oriented 
volunteer activities. Research supervisors who choose not to host undergraduate researchers for credit-
bearing experiences should refer students to their academic advisor for any related adjustments to the 
student’s fall course schedule.  

https://vpr.tamu.edu/covid-19
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Upcoming NIH Grant Deadlines and Opportunities  
October 5: New R01 submissions 
October 16: New R21 submissions 
November 5: R01 renewal, resubmission, revision 
November 15: R21 renewal, resubmission, revision 
December 8: New, renewal, resubmission F Series Fellowships (including F31 
Diversity – NOT-OD-17-029) 
For more details and upcoming submission dates go to: 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/due-dates-and-
submission-policies/due-dates.htm 

Upcoming NSF Grant Deadlines and Opportunities  
October 20, 2020: NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program (GRFP) 

January 1-January 19, 2021: Major Research Instrumentation Program (MRI) 

For more details and upcoming submission dates go to: 
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=NSF&ord=date&page=4 

 

Texas A&M Research Cores 
VTPP Success provides links to TAMU research core that 
may help VTPP researchers and identify research 
resources in VTPP and across the Texas A&M system. 
This month we highlight the College of Dentistry Research 

Core (contact: Dr. Shannon Kramer; sfkramer@tamu.edu; Ph 
214-828-8344). The College of Dentistry research core 

consists of a Histology Core, a Microscopy Core, and an 
Animal Resource Unit. The College supports several full-
time technicians to staff this facility. Two are dedicated to 
animal maintenance and compliance. The Histology Core is 
housed in the main Texas A&M College of Dentistry 
building and the Micro-Computed Tomography (μCT), 
Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM), and Confocal microscope are housed in the Sciences Building.  Details 
of the available resources can be found at: https://dentistry.tamu.edu/research/research-resources.html 

  

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/due-dates-and-submission-policies/due-dates.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/due-dates-and-submission-policies/due-dates.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_list.jsp?org=NSF&ord=date&page=4
mailto:sfkramer@tamu.edu
https://dentistry.tamu.edu/research/research-resources.html
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VTPP SCIENCE IN ACTION 
Identifying and highlighting the impactful VTPP publications of each month. The goal is to capture these 

articles for annual VTPP research highlights I hope it serves as an accessible archive and reference for 

upcoming research events and deadlines, and sources of information to support our next discoveries. If you 

have suggestions for impactful VTPP publications that can be highlighted, please share these ideas with me. 

The August 2020 highlighted “VTPP Science in 

Action” article (link below) comes from the 

laboratory of Dr. Stephen Safe. The manuscript 

outlines a series of elegant experiments that 

ascribe antitumor efficacy to omeprazole in the 

treatment of glioblastoma, a severely debilitating 

and highly aggressive brain tumor. Figure 6 from 

the paper shows in vivo efficacy of omeprazole 

(100mg/kg) to inhibit and delay glioblastoma 

xenograft tumor growth in nude mice. Perhaps 

most importantly is the clinical relevance of the 

studies, given the extremely aggressive nature 

of glioblastoma. There is an unmet need for new 

treatment opportunities and the manuscript 

proposes that AhR regulators with greater 

efficacy may present a new opportunity for the 

development of novel therapeutic avenues for 

glioblastoma patients. Congratulations again to 

all the members of the Safe research team on 

highly impactful work.  

https://www.mdpi.com/2072-6694/12/8/2097/htm 

 

VTPP STAFF 

 VTPP always celebrates departmental birthdays, August birthday 

congratulations go to Sharanee Sytha Kirby Sherman, Andrew McNeely 

and Dr. Jay Ramadoss. We are obviously missing another VTPP cake 

celebration. Hopefully we will be able to celebrate soon!  
 

Thank you to all our fabulous VTPP staff. The faculty and 

students are appreciative of everything you do to ensure VTPP 

remains a great department. You make us better every day! 

  

https://www.mdpi.com/2072-6694/12/8/2097/htm
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VTPP IN THE COMMUNITY 

Great news regarding our 

Baylor Colleagues and Lady 

the Baylor mascot.  After 

successful surgery and 

treatment at CVMBS, Lady 

was able to recover under the 

watchful of her handlers and 

Dr. Blue McLendon at the 

Winnie Carter Wildlife Center. 

Don’t forget the annual Rainbow Resource Fair on 

Thursday, Sept. 10, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. The Rainbow 

Resource Fair is an opportunity to introduce students in 

the LGBTQ+ and Ally community to campus and 

community resources that can help them achieve a 

sense of belonging and support their academic success. 

Due to COVID-19, the Rainbow Resource Fair will be 

held virtually by sharing short, informational videos 

provided by our campus and community partners on our 

webpage and posting them on social media channels. If 

you have any questions, feel free to email the LGBTQ+ 

Pride Center: lgbtq@tamu.edu 

VTPP WELLNESS 

Please enjoy how VTPP is staying well during the lockdown and social isolation. I share them with you as part 

of VTPP’s continued success!! No names are provided, to protect the innocent. Please keep sending images 

of VTPP Wellness to share, and please continue to be safe!  

 

“The beautiful thing about learning is that 

no one can take it away from you” 

B. B. King 

mailto:lgbtq@tamu.edu

